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has also played a central role in many of the
innovative updates of the music, including
a 30-year collaboration with Bo Dollis and

the Wild Magnolias. His vocals, songwriting,

and percussion have contributed to projects
with Dr. John, Robbie Robertson, Anders
Osborne, Tab Benoit, Voices of the Wet-
lands, the New Orleans Social Club, and the
[0l Runners.

On Won’t Bow Down, his sixth CD
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as a leader and second collaboration with
Los Angeles-based producer and multi-
instrumentalist Keven Brennan, Boudreaux
takes the music light years from what he
and his “gang” were laying down at the
H&R Bar. Funk, blues, reggae, Cajun, gos-
pel, hip-hop, and Native American elements
are forged together with Indian grooves and
vocals in a swirling, ambient, electronically
charged soundscape with the Big Chief at
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3 days - 2 stages - 15 national acts

The Brooks Family Blues Dynasty featuring Lonnie Brooks with Ronnie & Wayne Baker-Brooks
Bily Branch & The Sons of Blues with Lurrie Bell, Carlos Johnson & Demetria Taylor
Joe Louis Walker ¢ Earl Thomas ¢ Michael Burks ¢ Big Sam’s Funky Nation ¢ Corey Harris
Teeny Tucker e Eugene Hideaway Bridges ® Marquise Knox ¢ Wallace Coleman
Naomi Shelton & The Gospel Queens ¢ Dawn Tyler Watson & Paul Deslauriers

on site pre/ post-fest blues jams + on site camping

Produced By Michael Cloeren. For festival info go to www.skibluemt.com
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its center holding everything together. Like
a West African djali or griot, Boudreaux

is a musician, poet, storyteller, historian,
preacher, and teacher, and what he imparts
on Won’t Bow Down is very much the
story of his life within the context of a
viable tradition of black American artistry
aimed at survival, resistance, and transcen-
dence that reaches from the 19" century to
present day New Orleans.

The opening track, Monk’s Mardi Gras,
tells the story of how the tradition was
passed down to Boudreaux by his father
with a funk underpinning provided by Bren-
nan and the band, Orgone, along with a
jazzy keyboard riff by Dr. John, which floats
through the arrangement like a riverboat
calliope across the French Quarter. Slashing
blues-rock guitars from Brennan and Papa
Mali drive Boudreaux's indictment of the
NOPD’s longtime, infamous harassment of
parading Indians on Don’'t Run Me Down. A
trio of Brennan on guitar, Dan Schwartz on
bass, and super session man Jim Keltner on
drums jam on a rocking groove for Bou-
dreaux’s spoken word toast to his cooking
skills, Footsteps, that articulates his culinary
philosophy, “If it got four legs, man / You
got to go for it.” Don't Take My Flag Down
is a neglected, traditional Mardi Gras Indian
song that Boudreaux revives with a unique
melding of Orgone’s reggae groove and
Waylon Thibodeaux’s Cajun fiddle. Although
Indian vocals are often described as “hootin’
and a hollerin’,” on Mama'’s Song, Boudreaux
croons a poignant ballad in tribute to his
recently deceased mother that features a
gospel-inspired chorus by singer Jacqueline
Hudson. Boudreaux passes the baton to his
son Joseph Jr., who delivers a rap interlude
on the funk-driven Lightning and Thunder.
Other tracks include the atmospheric apoca-
lypse of The Four Horsemen; the Wild Mag-
nolias-style funk of Gonna Set 'em on Fire;
and the smoldering guitar and harmonica
blues of Jam with Me. The CD closes with




the funk/reggae of Education, on which Bou-
dreaux reflects on the denial of educational
opportunity he experienced growing up in
New Orleans, defiantly asserting: “Everything
I learned | taught myself.” This is living tes-
timony that no matter what he encounters,
this Big Chief Won’t Bow Down.

— Rosert H. CaraliorTi

MAC ARNOLD &
PLATE FULL O’ BLUES

Live at the Grey Eagle:
Mac Arnold’s Blues Revival

VizzTone Records — (No #)

Chicago blues veteran Mac Arnold’s lat-

est release captures a 2010 live performance
at Asheville, North Carolina’s Grey Eagle
nightclub. Arnold’s Corn Bread & Collard
Greens Festival supports his music-education
charity, the | Can Do Anything Foundation,
and for the fourth annual gathering he staged

LIVE AT THE GREY EAGLE
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REVIVAL

WITH HIS PLATE FULL O’ BLUES
KIM WILSON

BOB MARGOLIN

WILLIE "BIG EVES” SMITH

a two-part bill featuring a tribute to his men-
tor Muddy Waters. Mac Arnold’s Blues
Revival is just that—a righteous good time,
full of fervor and fun.

Arnold and his band Plate Full O’ Blues
kick things off with a set of mostly original
material. Arnold sounds wonderful; his
rough, throaty voice rings strong and true
throughout the night. Chicago saxophonist
Charles Twilley delivers a smoking solo on
Gitty Up, and his playing lends a touch of
gritty soul to True to You. Arnold takes up
his gas-can guitar for the thundering Back
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Bone and Gristle, while former Waters band-
mate Bob Margolin (who also co-produced
with Arnold) joins in on Little Junior Parker’s
Drivin® Wheel. They wrap up with the moody
Ghetto Blue; Arnold reminisces about the
time he spent in Chicago, with Twilley and
guitarist Austin Brashier taking swinging turns
in the spotlight.

The track also looks forward to the
second set, where Arnold, Margolin, the late
Willie “Big Eyes” Smith, and Kim Wilson
of the Fabulous Thunderbirds play a set
of smoldering Chicago blues. Screamin’

An’ Cryin’ is haunting; Waters’ influence

on Arnold’s vocals is apparent, as is Little
Walter's harp-playing style on Wilson's.
Margolin, Wilson, and Smith each sing lead
on Sloppy Drunk, Love Attack, and Big Boss
Man, respectively, and a faithful rendition of
Got My Mojo Workin’ brings the evening to
a rousing finish.

“One of the sweetest and coolest things
about Blues music is how it conquers time,”
writes Margolin in the liner notes. Mac Ar-
nold’s Blues Revival does this well, bridging
past and present with a joyful, spirited ease.

—MEeLaNIE YounG

14 Must-Have Tracks from
the Reigning Delta Roots

Guitarist/Vocalist

Includes “Shelter Me”
(as heard on Sons of Guns),
“Muddy Bottom Blues”
(as heard on Ragin’ Cajuns),
and other Tabh Benoit classics

Features Louisiana’s LeRoux,
Cyril Neville, Billy Joe Shaver,

Jimmy Thackery, and others

“One of Louisiana’s most treasured exports.” —Time ut New York amazoncom
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